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cathaoirlEach’s MEssagE

Iam delighted to 
welcome you to 
this newsletter 
produced by 

Balbriggan Town 
Council. In this issue 
we will bring you up to 
date on the activities 
of the Town Council 
and what is happening 
in Balbriggan. 

Balbriggan has a young 
and vibrant population 
with our schools and 
community groups 
playing a major 
role. In my opinion, 
community facilities 
need to be improved 

for our young people and community groups. I know 
there is a lot of work going on to ensure these facilities 
become a reality – a proposed all-weather pitch at 
Bremore, a new sports hall for Balbriggan Community 
College and a shared community facility in Moylaragh. 
While we welcome these additions there is an urgent 
need for a Cultural Centre with provision for a museum, 
both historical and maritime. I am confident that with the 
right people working together this will become a reality.

It is my belief that leadership and delegation generates 
good interactivity, community enthusiam and 
committment. This is evident in Balbriggan where the 
community joins together for all events such as St 
Patrick’s Day, Summerfest, Formula Fun, Town Council 
Annual Awards and the Christmas festival. These events 
are proudly supported by Balbriggan Town Council 
and are going from strength to strength and benefit all 
sections of business and community life in our town.

There have been many changes and developments in 
Balbriggan in recent years but the one thing that has 
not changed is the role of Balbriggan Town Council. 
We provide civic leadership and a focus for the town 
and its people. There is a need for Local Government 
Reform but Balbriggan Town Council should be given 
more powers to enhance the good work that they are 
already doing. Balbriggan Town Council has a history of 
over 150 years serving the people of Balbriggan and will 
continue to promote Balbriggan as a great place to live, 
work and play.

Cllr Grainne Maguire - Cathaoirleach

Public rEalM - town iMProvEMEnts

Balbriggan Town Council, 
in partnership with 
Fingal County Council, 
Balbriggan Chamber 
of Commerce and the 
Heritage Council, has 
prepared a Public Realm 
Plan (PRP) for Balbriggan 
Town Centre called ‘The 
Heart of Balbriggan.’ 

The aim of the plan is to develop the 
attractiveness of the streets and public spaces 
in Balbriggan; so as to encourage people 
to stop and linger rather than using streets 
and spaces merely as thoroughfares, thereby 
contributing to both the vibrancy and viability 
of the town centre. 

An Implementation Group has been formed in 
recent weeks which will deliver on the objectives 
and priorities set out in the PRP. With funding 
from the Heritage Council, the implementation 
group has agreed to commence a public 
consultation process for Railway Street. A team 
has been appointed and the project will start in 
September 2012. 

A recent initiative by the Town Council saw 
the installation of new street litter bins as 
part of a pilot project to replace old green 
‘Bruscars’ with a more modern design. For 
more information on the Public Realm Plan visit  
www.balbriggan.ie 



balbriggan tidy towns balbriggan strEEt olyMPics

balbriggan FlowEr schEME

balbriggan ForMula Fun 2012

Balbriggan Tidy Towns Association, with the support of the 
Town Council, are back on the streets again and are taking 
part in the Tidy Towns Competition 2012. The Judging will 
take place during June to August and everyone is asked to 
help our efforts in keeping the town looking its best and 
hopefully the town will score well again this year. 

If you would like to get involved in the Tidy Towns effort, 
please email: secretary@balbriggantidytowns.net or check 
out our website: www.balbriggantidytowns.net

Balbriggan Town Council is supporting The Balbriggan Street 
Olympics event will be held on the 6th of August next in Balbriggan 
Town Park from 12 noon to 3pm. Balbriggan Street Olympics 
will include Olympic sports such as Athletics, Archery, Shot Put, 
Soccer, Boxing related training and also sporting games played 
on a Wii game console. The event was launched on Wednesday 
11th of July by Olympic Gold Medal Winner, Michael Carruth in the 
Bracken Boxing Club, Balbriggan. 

Street Olympics is being brought to Balbriggan as part of an 
initiative undertaken by Community Gardaí Dave Sheeran and 
Kate Daly Ní Bhrion and proudly supported by Balbriggan Town 
Council and Fingal County Council. Balbriggan is the first town in 
Fingal to host the Street Olympics. 

Balbriggan Town Council has worked with Balbriggan 
Chamber of Commerce to deliver window boxes and hanging 
baskets outside participating properties to encourage 
Balbriggan residents and visitors to the town to support 
their local economy.

Balbriggan Town Council was proud to support the 2nd 
annual Balbriggan Formula Fun event. This year’s event saw 
the introduction of grand prix style racing in the Quay Street 
carpark which was very popular with the racers.  

Balbriggan Cancer Support Group raised €1,000 by arranging 
volunteers to help out at the event. For photos of the event 
please see www.BalbrigganFormulaFun.com



annual awards 2012

balbriggan suMMErFEst 2012

balbriggan allotMEnts

FuMbally ExchangE balbriggan

Balbriggan Town Council will 
host its Annual Awards Night on 
18th October 2012 in the Bracken 
Court Hotel.  The purpose of the 
awards is to recognise and honour 
contribution to the community 
and/or exceptional achievement 
in any of the following categories: 
Community, Arts & Culture, Sports, 
Public Buildings, Tidy Districts and 
Special Awards.  

You may like to nominate someone 
who is a good neighbour, someone 
who serves in a voluntary 
capacity or someone who has 
represented the community with 
distinction. Nomination forms are 
available from the Town Hall or  
www.balbriggan.ie. Nomination 
forms must be returned to 
the Town Hall by Friday 21st 
September 2012. 

Over the June bank holiday weekend the Summerfest 2012 
provided plenty of fun and entertainment yet again for the 
community of Balbriggan. In its fourth year there were plenty 
of activities spread over the week all of which attracted 
hundreds of people to come out and enjoy what Balbriggan 
has to offer.

Some of the highlights were the aquathon and the school choir 
competition in St Peter & Paul’s church. Again this year we saw 
the fabulous fire work display, blessing of the boats and had 
‘Balbriggan’s Got Talent.’ This year a new event ‘Balbriggan’s 
Local Legend’ was very popular and honoured 10 people in 
our community who are legends in their own right.  

Summerfest 2012 could only happen with the support of the 
people of Balbriggan, local traders, Fingal County Council and 
Balbriggan Town Council. For more info and pictures visit our 
website: www.balbriggansummerfest.com

Balbriggan Town Council has supported the community 
drive to establish allotments in Balbriggan for local residents 
who wanted to grow their own food. Funding has now been 
received from the Rural LEADER fund which will be put to 
the funding already allocated by Fingal County Council, 
who also provided the land. It has been many years since 
Balbriggan had designated community allotments.  

A large part of the allotment scheme will be a communal 
area to the centre which will hopefully become a focal point 
for BBQ’s, meetings, a play area for children and there will 
also be a designated educational plot so that new and 
beginner allotmenteers can learn how to grow from the 
experts within the scheme. For more information, email 
balbrigganallotments@gmail.com 

Fumbally Exchange Balbriggan, a new 
not-for-profit innovation hub opened 
it’s doors in June 2012. The Exchange is 
a community of design-focused small 
businesses, sole traders and start-ups, 
whose aim is to cultivate an atmosphere 
for creative and regenerative growth in a 
time of great challenges and volatility in 
our industry. 

Founded in 2010 by architect George Boyle in the heart of the Liberties, 
Dublin 8, the aim of Fumbally Exchange is to make work together, find, 
share and create opportunities for tangible, sustainable employment.

In 2012, through the leadership of Balbriggan Enterprise Development 
Group, Fumbally Exchange Balbriggan was set up in Railway Street. 
It is a new centre of design and innovation that will inject a creative 
energy into business regeneration and urban renewal in our town.

This fantastic initiative would not have come about, but for the support 
and funding from Balbriggan Town Council, Balbriggan Enterprise 
Development Group (BEDG), Balbriggan Chamber of Commerce and 
Fingal County Enterprise Board. 

For more information please visit www.fumballyexchange.com, or 
if you want to become involved in Fumbally Exchange Balbriggan, 
please email sean.p.corrigan@gmail.com

B A L B R I G G A N
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The role of Balbriggan Town Council is to provide civic leadership for 
the people of Balbriggan, represent their concerns and needs with 
Fingal County Council, Government Departments and other statutory 
bodies and to promote the town as a good place to live, work and 
visit. The Town Council comprises of nine elected members who are 
elected for a term of five years. 

They are supported by a Town Manager (Íde de Bairtiséil), a Town Clerk 
(Brian Murray), a Town Architect (Celine O’Rourke), and administrative 
staff assigned from Fingal County Council. 

The Councillors continue to meet on the first Tuesday of each month 
(except August)  in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall. The monthly 
meetings are open to the public and the press. The meetings are also 
webcast live on www.balbriggan.ie and archived for viewing at a later 
date.

The Cathaoirleach is Chairperson of the Town Council, being elected by 
the members at the Annual Meeting each year and is the first citizen of 
Balbriggan. Councillor Grainne Maguire served as Cathaoirleach until 
June 2012. Councillor Larry Dunne was elected Cathaoirleach at the 
Annual meeting on 12th June 2012. If you would like the Cathaoirleach 
to attend at an event, please contact the Town Council office.

ElEctEd MEMbErs

Sean Brown	 •	087 622 7033		 •	sean.brown@balbriggan.ie 

Larry Dunne		 •	01 841 4356		 •	larry.dunne@balbriggan.ie 

Monica Harford		 •	01 841 1287		 •	monica.harford@balbriggan.ie 

Terry Kelleher		 •	087 285 7665		 •	terry.kelleher@balbriggan.ie 

Grainne Kilmurry		•	087 679 7605		 •	grainne.kilmurry@balbriggan.ie 

Grainne Maguire		•	087 943 6550		 •	grainne.maguire@balbriggan.ie

Dermot Murray		 •	086 818 0046		 •	dermot.murray@balbriggan.ie

Peadar O’Kelly		 •	087 744 8251		 •	peadar.okelly@balbriggan.ie

Frank Snowe		 •	087 268 0953		 •	frank.snowe@balbriggan.ie

Follow Balbriggan Town Council’s Twitter Account on  
@balbrigganTC for up to the minute information.
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balbriggan coMMunity Policing ForuM your town council

Balbriggan Town Council continues to play an active role in 
the Balbriggan Community Policing Forum. The Community 
Policing Forum brings together representatives from the 
Town Council, Fingal County Council, An Garda Síochána and 
representatives from the community and voluntary sector.  

Their role is to discuss and make recommendations on matters 
affecting the policing of Balbriggan in regard to reviewing 
levels of crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour, with a 
particular focus on drug related issues. Four public meeting 
are held throughout the year. 

For further details visit www.cpforum.ie 

balbriggan.iE

www.balbriggan.ie is the official website 
for Balbriggan and provides details of local 
news and events along with information 
about the town and local amenities. The 
website also provides information on 
Balbriggan Town Council, its elected 
members, services and facilities. 

The minutes of Balbriggan Town Council 
meetings dating back to the establishment 
of Balbriggan Town Commissioners in 
June 1860 have been scanned and will be 
available online in August 2012 following 
the official launch as part of Fingal 
Heritage Week. 


